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RISK LEVEL:

Medium Risk

DESCRIPTION:

International Business Machines Corporation (IBM) is Medium Risk. The company often yields to political activism in

shaping corporate governance, potentially alienating consumers, dividing employees, and harming shareholders. The

company elevates merit, excellence, and integrity ahead of race and identity-based policies. IBM occasionally embraces

corporate initiatives that redirect its central focus from business goals to partisan policies and divisive issues at times.

This approach fails to safeguard free exercise, free speech, and free enterprise.

Corporate Weaponization

Has canceled customers, suppliers, or vendors due to their political views or religious beliefs OR

corporately boycotts, divests, or sanctions regions, people groups, or industries.

Lower Risk

IBM was a member of the GARM, a global media alliance that frequently demonetized and suppressed conservative content online.

However, in April 2025, IBM pledged political and religious neutrality in its marketing, including in its media-buying and content

policies (1)(2)(3)(4)(5). However, the company has not publicly canceled customers, suppliers, or vendors based on political views or

religious beliefs (6).

Charitable giving (including employee matching programs) policies or practices discriminate

against charitable organizations based on views or religious beliefs.

High Risk

IBM will not match gifts to "religious organizations" (1). The company likely uses Benevity as its charitable giving platform. Benevity

vets charities according to the Southern Poverty Law Center's Hate List, which includes mainstream libertarian, conservative, family,

and religious advocacy organizations (2)(3)(4).

Employment policies fail to protect against viewpoint or other discrimination and/or are

ideological in nature.

Medium Risk

IBM had a history of divisive policies, including discriminatory hiring practices and internships. However, in April 2025, the company

pledged to end DEI in its hiring practices and supply chain, remove diversity goals from its executive compensation plans, end

Allyship training, end its corporate policy encouraging preferred pronoun usage, stop using the term LatinX, and focus on growing its

small business and veteran owned business supplier base (1)(2)(3)(4). In June 2025, America First Legal filed a lawsuit in the U.S.

District Court for the Central District of California for race, sex, and age discrimination against John Loeffler (5). The company does

not provide viewpoint protections for its employees (6).
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https://web.archive.org/web/20240710154909/https://wfanet.org/leadership/garm/members-governance
https://web.archive.org/web/20231003041543/https://wfanet.org/knowledge/item/2022/06/21/GARM-announces-guidelines-on-misinformation-standards-on-ad-placements-and-expansion-to-cover-the-metaverse
https://web.archive.org/web/20240910125532/https://wfanet.org/l/library/download/urn:uuid:7d484745-41cd-4cce-a1b9-a1b4e30928ea/garm+brand+safety+floor+suitability+framework+23+sept.pdf
https://judiciary.house.gov/media/press-releases/how-worlds-biggest-brands-seek-control-online-speech
https://www.ibm.com/policy/positions-and-associations
https://www.ibm.com/investor/att/pdf/IBM_Business_Conduct_Guidelines.pdf
https://ibmorg-public.s3.us-east.cloud-object-storage.appdomain.cloud/pdfs/Matching_Grants_Terms_and_Conditions_2021_program_FINAL.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20240622182338/https://info.benevity.com/rs/970-BMO-559/images/GMVirtual_Sona_Khosla_and_Kelly_Schmitt_Presentation.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/meeting/house/109266/documents/HHRG-116-JU00-20190409-SD022.pdf
https://ibm.benevity.org/user/login
https://x.com/robbystarbuck/status/1910425361034383545
https://sustainabilitymag.com/articles/ibm-pulls-back-on-dei-amid-political-pressures
https://www.forbes.com/sites/conormurray/2025/04/11/ibm-reportedly-walks-back-diversity-policies-citing-inherent-tensions-here-are-all-the-companies-rolling-back-dei-programs/
https://1792exchange.com/dei-tracker/
https://aflegal.org/press-release/america-first-legal-files-third-lawsuit-against-ibm-for-illegal-and-pervasive-dei-driven-discrimination-against-older-white-men/
https://www.ibm.com/downloads/documents/us-en/10a9980400afd10c


Corporate Governance and Public Policy

Uses corporate reputation to support causes, organizations, or policies hostile to freedom of

expression.

Medium Risk

IBM had a history of using its reputation to promote divisive causes. However, in April 2025, the company pledged to stop filling out

the so-called "Corporate Equality Index", end its Diversity Council, dissolve its DEI department, end its "I'm In Allyship" campaign, and

end its DEI "Be Equal" Podcast (1)(2)(3). The company has used its corporate image to express opposition to state-led voter and

election security initiatives (4)(5). The company has also been an open supporter of legislation involving police and immigration

reform for DREAMERS (6). CEO Arvind Krishna is a member of the Business Roundtable and Former CEO Ginni Rometty signed its

2019 Statement on the Purpose of a Corporation, which promotes stakeholder capitalism over traditional obligations to shareholders (

7)(8). The company scored a 100 out of 100 on the 2023-2024 Corporate Equality Index (CEI) from the Human Rights Campaign

(HRC), a political stakeholder group (9)(10).

Uses corporate funds to advance ideological causes, organizations, or policies hostile to freedom

of expression.

High Risk

IBM enables charitable gift-matching donations to Planned Parenthood (1). The company is a Bronze sponsor of Out and Equal and a

founding corporate partner of the National LGBT Chamber of Commerce (2)(3). It was a member of the GARM, a global media

alliance that frequently demonetized and suppressed conservative content online. However, in April 2025, IBM pledged political and

religious neutrality in its marketing, including in its media-buying and content policies (4)(5)(6)(7)(8).

Uses corporate political actions and/or financial contributions for ideological, non-business

purposes.

Medium Risk

IBM has used its political action for divisive causes. However, in April 2025, the company removed its endorsement of the so-called

"Equality Act" which legalizes men in women's spaces (1)(2)(3). The company does not operate a PAC at this time (4)(5). In 2024,

2023, 2022, 2021, 2020, and 2019 the company lobbied for the Equality Act (6)(7)(8)(9)(10)(11).

The contents of this website and related resources (collectively, the "materials") are general in nature and intended for educational use only. Nothing in

the materials or any other 1792 Exchange content constitutes legal or professional advice for any specific matter. Anyone seeking legal or professional

advice should obtain such advice from competent counsel. Since individual circumstances vary, anyone reviewing the materials and/or any other 1792

Exchange content is strongly urged to obtain specific legal and/or other professional advice before acting or refraining from acting based on such

materials or other 1792 Exchange content. 1792 Exchange accepts no responsibility for any loss or damage, howsoever incurred, which may result

from accessing or relying on the materials or any other 1792 Exchange content. Further, 1792 Exchange disclaims, to the fullest extent permitted by

law, all liability for any acts or omissions based on the materials or any other 1792 Exchange content.

USER AGREEMENT: Company reports and other resources are intended only for the private educational use of the registered user. Republishing and

distributing reports and resources is strictly prohibited. By downloading reports and resources, the user accepts these conditions.
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https://x.com/robbystarbuck/status/1910425361034383545
https://sustainabilitymag.com/articles/ibm-pulls-back-on-dei-amid-political-pressures
https://1792exchange.com/dei-tracker/
https://freedomforallamericans.org/business-statement-on-anti-lgbtq-state-legislation/
https://newsroom.ibm.com/IBM-Statement-on-Recent-US-Voting-Legislation
https://web.archive.org/web/20240217034130/https://www.ibm.com/impact/be-equal/pdf/IBM_Diversity_Inclusion_Report_2020.pdf
https://www.businessroundtable.org/about-us/members
https://cdn.builder.io/o/assets%2F679146658e6d45af922aa9d9409fb683%2F862ec245323b478ea8dd7765fd37115f?alt=media&token=a995c8f5-142c-4396-b054-6f1bb27164a2&apiKey=679146658e6d45af922aa9d9409fb683
https://web.archive.org/web/20231210000346/https://hrc-prod-requests.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/CEI-2023-Appendices.pdf
https://reports.hrc.org/corporate-equality-index-2023#scoring-criteria
https://www.dailysignal.com/2015/08/19/more-companies-that-have-donated-to-planned-parenthood/
https://web.archive.org/web/20240521030700/https://outandequal.org/oe-partners/#
https://web.archive.org/web/20250113103612/https://nglcc.org/corporate-partners/
https://web.archive.org/web/20240710154909/https://wfanet.org/leadership/garm/members-governance
https://web.archive.org/web/20231003041543/https://wfanet.org/knowledge/item/2022/06/21/GARM-announces-guidelines-on-misinformation-standards-on-ad-placements-and-expansion-to-cover-the-metaverse
https://web.archive.org/web/20240910125532/https://wfanet.org/l/library/download/urn:uuid:7d484745-41cd-4cce-a1b9-a1b4e30928ea/garm+brand+safety+floor+suitability+framework+23+sept.pdf
https://judiciary.house.gov/media/press-releases/how-worlds-biggest-brands-seek-control-online-speech
https://www.ibm.com/policy/positions-and-associations
https://x.com/robbystarbuck/status/1910425361034383545
https://sustainabilitymag.com/articles/ibm-pulls-back-on-dei-amid-political-pressures
https://1792exchange.com/dei-tracker/
https://www.opensecrets.org/political-action-committees-pacs/lookup?txt=IBM
https://www.fec.gov/search/?query=IBM&type=candidates&type=committees&type=site
https://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/ibm-corp/lobbying?id=D000000720&lobbillscycle=2024&t2-search=Equality+Act
https://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/ibm-corp/lobbying?id=D000000720&lobbillscycle=2023&t3-search=Equality+Act
https://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/ibm-corp/lobbying?id=D000000720&lobbillscycle=2022&t4-search=Equality+Act
https://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/ibm-corp/lobbying?id=D000000720&lobbillscycle=2021&t5-search=Equality+Act
https://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/ibm-corp/lobbying?id=D000000720&lobbillscycle=2020&t6-search=Equality+Act
https://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/ibm-corp/lobbying?id=D000000720&lobbillscycle=2019&t7-search=Equality+Act

